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To the READER.  - 


T5 Y. the thirty-ſixth canon of the 
Church of England, every perſon who 
is received into the miniſtry, or admitted 
to any eccleſiaſtical living, is required to- 

fabſcribe the following articles, vi. 


d I. Fhat the King's Majeſty, under 
** God, is the only ſupreme governor of 
e this realm, both in things ſpiritual and 
temporal.“ VVV 


II. That the book of common prayer 
< and of ordering of biſhops, prieſts, and 
_ *:deacons, containeth in it nothing con- 

< trary to the word of God. -_ 


III. That he alloweth the book of 
_ © articles of religion, agreed upon by 
the archbiſhops, and biſhops, and the 
VV ** whole 
 _ * The conſtitutions and canons eccleſiaſtical, in num- 
ber one hundred and forty-one, were drawn up by the 
Biſhop of London, preſident of the convocation for the 
province of Canterbury; and the reſt of the biſhops and 
_ clergy of the ſaid province, and agreed upon, with the 
King's Majeſty's licence, in their ſynod begun at Londan 
Anno Dom. one thoufand ſix hundred and three; and 
rr by bis Majeſty's authority, under the great 
ſeal of England, to be obſerved, executed, and kept by 
all perſons in the kingdom, in all points wherein the 


do or may concern every or any of them. 


** 
* 


” 


% whole clergy in the convocation holder 
at London, in the year 1362; and that 
he acknowledgeth all and every the ar- 
* ticles therein contained, being in num- 
ber thirty-nine, beſides the ratification, 


e ag - 
And © he fhalF ſubſcribe:in this order 
< and form of words, ſetting down both. 
s his chriſtian and ſurname, vis. I, N. N. 
<< do willingly, and, ex animo, ſubſcribe to 
*< theſe three articles above-mentioned, and to 
all things that-are contained in them.” ' 
F non the nature of this ſubſcription, it 
is very reaſonable to conclude that every 
miniſter of the Church of England ought 
to preach the doctrines contained in the 
liturgy, articles of religion, and homilies 
of the Church. But it is notorious there 
are very many among the clergy, as well 
as laity, who, while they treat with the 
moſt ſupercilious contempt all thoſe Who 


are called ſectaries, and pride themſelves cy 


in a Cloſe attachment to the Cavrcn, are 
yet totally unacquainted with her di- 
ſtinguiſhing doctrines. "WT 3 
A Pl. lx dialogue, entitled the“ Pulpit: 
and Reading-deſk,” was written ſome years. 
ago, by a pious man, now no more; and 
the following abridgement of it is now 
Publiſhed and addreſſed to the members 
of the Church of England, with a "Re to 
. | e _Thew 


To the READER „ 


ew what the doctrines of our Church 


are; and to evince to people of plain 
underſtanding, there is a real. difference 
between theſe and the doctrines which are 
generally delivered from our pulpits. 


Ir is neceſſary to obſerve, however, 


of che difference is not univerſal, as there 
are a few among the clergy 


increaſe the 1 o fait 


reach the doctrines e- er in the 


iturgy, articles, and homilies; and the 
ſingular conduct of ſuch renders it ve 
— n wem from che N 
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. BETWEEN THE _ 
Pulp and Reading-deſl. 


R. Reading- diſt, your mot | 
humble ſervant. T hope you 
are well, Sir. have long 

wiſhes to er you, that I might have the Plea- 
ſure of an, hour's converſation with you. 
Drsk. Good company, Sir, ought always to | 
be eſteemed. - But I fear it is over with me. 
I have long laboured under a painful and dan- 


; aliye. "6 
Purrrr. I am much affected with What you 
fay !—Your appearance indeed indicates you 
ſufferings are not ſmall: But it cuts me to the 
heart to ſee you ſo ſickly.— What ſhall Te do to 
relieve fo worthy a friend? 
 Desx. I deſign to acquaint you with The cauſg 
of my diforder ; and in opening my mind to you,” 0 
T hope 1 ſhall find conſiderable relief. . 
Porrir. Sir, you pleaſe me extremely, And 
1 hope you are ſo fully conyinced of my regard 
for you, and that I am | deeply intereſted in your 
well-being, that you will unboſom your * to ; 
mie with the greateſt freedom. | 
' Dzsx. I will readily do it; and your invita« 
tion * induce me 9 without reſerve. - | 


You | 


N 


gerous diſorder; and it is a miracle that Tam 1 


3 
dier: Wesen ,, e ß 210 rows | 
You have been long enough acquainted with 
me to know I love plain-dealing; and you 


know the truth doth not ſuffer by being deli- * - 


vered in plain Janguage.—TI:-would have you un- 
derſtand 1 am all of a piece, and that I deteſt an 
hypocrite. I cannot turn with the times. My 
ſentiments concerning religion have been always 
the ſame; and I muſt ſtill deliver the doctrines 1 
have ever eſpouſed, whether I pleaſe or diſpleaſe 
thoſe that hear me: And although my free and 
artleſs deportment may. offend many in this dark 
and degenerate age, I enjoy the approbation of 
God, and of all truly pious men. 

Loy cannot but own that for me to hear my- 
ſelf contradicted juſt over my head, and made a 
falſe witneſs, —a deceiver of the people, as ſoon 

as I have exerciſed my office, and declared thoſe. 

* truths which you ought. to preach, muſt be very 
trying to my conſtitution, n. 

_ PurerT. Truly, Sir, you ſurpriſe me. Am 
I the cauſe. of your diſorder ? Can you poſſibly 
think that I am an hypocrite, —a time-ſerver, and 
that [ do not agree with you in religious matters ? 
Bor ſpeak not ſo warmly :—l[f the congrega- 
tion hear us contending, who ſhould ſpeak the 


s 7 


ſiame thing, and find that we, who are at the head 


Of eccleſiaſtical affairs, think thus of each other, 
dur precepts will make but little impreſſion on 
them. Our hearers will be ready to ſay, Phy- 
ician heal thyſelf ;”” and it is probable they will 

bo us firſt pull the beam out of our own eye. 
Dsk. For my own part, I care not who hears - 
us, or knows of our quarrel, You have long 
been my ſore enemy, a public and private foe to 
me and the whole congregation, and you ought | 


1 * 4 i 3 
. 4 . «- a * 


© 1 
5 OE patty difven out of the Churdh oo 
6 


Ce. 
This evil you have done is great beyond con- | 
eption. And whatever you may think of our 
felt you are much more ſickly than I am: 
You carcaſe is meager and conſumptive z the 
health and vigour once ſeen in you, exiſt no more. 
Your eyes are blinded, your cars dull of hearing, 
and your limbs are Rane feeble and inactive: 
Dur whole head is ſi ck, your thole heart is 5 faint 3 ;, 
there is no ſoundneſs in you, | 
Poli. Mr. Reading- dit, I inſiſt on it 
that you explain tri t cuts me to the 
uick to hear this from 50. If it had come from 
ome ſectary, I mould not have taken this no- 
tice ; but when I conſider who it is that ſpeaks” . 
thus that it is you, who are as my ownſelf, .. 
cannot bear it. Surely you have formed 1 
judgment of me from ſome flanderous reports 
which 1 know have lately Deen propagated con- 
cerning me by a fet of enthuſiaſts :—Or are you 
not in your dotage ?—But we will leave off cas 
villing, and be riengs,.— Therefore” Þ wiſh your 
à good morning, Sir, 
Eon Hold, | Sir : Stop a little. I have not 
A's” e 1 - 


, . * 5 ; - 


2 Ie Is e that a Apes is expolled the Church . 
tewdneſs,. drunkenneſs, gaming, or any other vice; hence 
ſome people may be ready to. conclude a wicked parſon is 

rara avis in terris |. | 
It is as ſeldom that any perſon | is refuſed ordination, becauſe 
he. has too little religion; however ſeveral have been 5 
to, becauſe it was ſuppoſed they had too much. In the 721 
2 276H, fx young men were expelled-the Univerfity of Oxford 
r PRAYING, READING, and EXPOUNDING: THE "$CRIP»- 
TURES. + 
Vide PrIESTCRAPT DEFENDED, 2 ſermon by the Suge 
. i po 3 
'» Iſaiah 1 1. 5. N 


ON 


W = dg 
done. —! am refolved to tell you my mind; and 
if you will not hear me now, I will publiſh your 

character to all the world, and let it be ſeen you - 
are no more a friend to real religion than Judas 

Pur rir. Pleaſe to make good what you. ſay. 
Tou have already faid enough to make a ſtone 
ſpeak; and Iam now determined to. diſpute it 
.. , _ out with you. Some of the congregation have. 
© certainly heard what has paſſed; and if they be- 
heve you, I ſhall be little eſteemed for the fu- 

—_— Y | 8 „ 7 
Dsk. I have no doubt but I can prove my 
. allertions, and for the truth of them I appeal to 
the word of God, and to the judgment of all 
d men,--thoſe who know the truth as it is in 
1 ; PE ES JET IR 

I 8H0vLD be glad if you would in the firſt. 
place inform me, from what motives you took 
upon yourſelf the office of a miniſter ; and whe- 
ther, at your ordination to the office of deacon, . 
you underſtood what you ſaid, when you declared. 

you were znwardly moved by the HoLy GHosr . 
0 take upon you that office ©* | 


=  Puryerr, I believe, Sir, my reaſons for en- 
8 — 4 in the miniſtry were better than you ſup- 


1 


to have been. They were ſuch as are 


The biſhop, in his examination of thoſe who defire to be 
ordained deacons, aſks every one of them in the preſence of 
the people, Do you truſt that you are inwardly moved by 
& the Holy Gboſt to take upon you this office. and miniſtra- 
 #tion?” And each anſwers I truſt ſo.” Fide the order 
ing of deacons. „ e 
* Biſop Burnet obſerves, © If any man ſays, I truft ſo, who 
| «yet knows nothing of any ſuch notion, he lies to the Holy. 
Obo, and makes his firſt approach to the altar with Be 
in his mouth, and that not to man but to God.“ ho 


3 ET 15 


1 


N 


Kariafaftory. to. the bulk of mankind; 1 g $ 
jf any, of the learned and honourable call them 
in queſtion. I do not chuſe to be ſingular. F 

| hold the ſame opinions as my neighbours. The 
way the multitude go, I charitably hope is right; 
and cuſtom prevails ſo far with me, that I endea- 

| your to make my conſcience ſubmit to its ſway 
f in 5 things. —I would believe like others, and T 

to act like others. 

. to the doctrines contained in the 5 
of religion, and in the different offices of the 
| Church, I agree to them in a ſenſe of my own 4, 

1 conſider myſelf as having very little to do 
Vith them now: Beſides, I will tell. you freely, 
intereſt was ſo cloſely connected with my chief 
motive for entering into the miniſtry, that 1 
could not have ſeparated the one from the other, 
if I had ſtriven till doomſday. | 
Dxsk. If this be the beſt account you cart 
give of yourſelf, Alas for you in the great day? 
t is plain you ſtick at nothing, and have loſt al! 
regard for truth and honeſty ; and it is impoſſihle 
to know what you mean by what you ſay. Pro- 
miſes, declarations, ſubſcriptions, with you are 
a mere thread of tow. — 
PuLeiT. However, I hope, ſince the time of- _ 
my ordination; my conduct has, in every reſpect, 
been irreproachable, and fully confiſtent with M8 
the character of a miniſter of the Church of En- 
hom land. I have not, it is true, ſecluded myſelf - 
om the. world, | as always thought it right. is 
A 3; uw 


4 The ran preceding the thirty-nine articles fays, 
No maa ſhall either print or preach to draw the article. 

« afide any way, but ſhall ſubmit to it in the plain and full 

„ meaning ther eof, and ſhall not put his own ſenſe or com- 

ment to be the meaning of the article; but ſhall take 1 

"Wm * literal and anne ſenſe,” pe bg ; 


'$ , 


7 Ok 


ue in intimacy with all my neighbours. Indeed 


ERA 


I hve in friendſhip with all mankind.  __ 
Desk. As to your conduct, F am certain it 


Vill not bear to be tried by the word of God, 


and I beg you will judge yourſelf by that unerr- 
ing rule. Know ye not that. the friendſhip of 
the world is enmity with God? Whoſnever, there- 


of God. — Be net conformed to this warld, but be 


ye transformed by the renewing of. your mind. 


Ix is certainly a duty, as far as in you lieth, 
to liue peaceably with all men; but if you were a 

enuine bible- chriſtian, it would be impoſſible 
per to live in friendſhip with the world. 


Hao can two walk together except they be agreed? 


The world loveth only its own. The real chii- 
ſtian 7s not of the world, but is choſen out of the 
tor; therefore the world hateth. im; and the 

. of the ungodly concerning him are 
fully expreſſed in the Wiſdom of Solomon: Let 


1 25740 and lie in wait. for the þ ae man, 


becauſe he is not for our turn—he is clean contrary 
to our doings—he upbraideth us with our offending 
the law, and objecteth to our infamy the tranſgreſ- 


ſions of aur education. He profeſſeth to have the” 


knowledge of God, and he calleth himſelf the child A 
the Lord. He is grievous unto us even to behald + 
For his life is not like other men's—his ways. are of 
another faſhion. Me are eſteemed of him as coun- 
terfeits he abſlaineth from our ways as from 
filthineſs. He pronounceth the end of the juſt to 
be bleſſed, and maketh his boaſt that God is his 


father . And I beg you will particularly. 
_ conſider our Lord's words, in which he alludes 


to 


* 
- 


b Wiſdom of Solomon ii. 12, &c, 


wp ths: preachers "off his goſpel. your 
| when all men ſball ſpeak well 77 you; for fo did 


t 7 


their fathers to the FALSE prophets*; and when 
the dõctrine and conduct of a miniſter are ſuch 
as wicked men approve, there” needs no other | 
proof that he is x blind leader of the blind. 


IT is poffible you: may not be an aduhterer, a: an 
f unjuſt perfon, nor, in your own opinion, an 
extortioner (as I dare ſay you will not deem the 
moſt tigorous exaction of tithes or other dues, 


from the pooreſt perſon in your pariſh, extortion) 
yet you are pretty often filled with wine, and are 


to be found far more regularly at the card-table © 
than at prayers; and you are far from being un- 


known at balls", Plays =, and FR of different 
| Ss | : "6 of kinds. 


1 Luke vi. 26. 


In the ſeyenty-fifth canon of the church it is ſaid; t Ne. 
« ecclefiaſtial perſon ſhall at any time, other than for theilt = 
t honeſt neceſſities, refort to any tawveris or alebouſes.— 


« Furthermore, they ſhall not give themſelves to drinkin 
riot, ſpending their time idly by day or by. night, Pres on 
« 4 Mews cards, or tables, or any other unlawfut game, — 72 

& pain of ecclefiaſtical cenſures to be inflicted with bene. 
« according to the qualities of their offences.“ 


1 Men of high or even middling rank among the Tur te, 


look on dancing as unbecoming the dignity of man, and think | 


with the ancient Romans— Nemo fere ſaitat ſobrius aft forty 
WS „ No one dances unleſs he is drunk or mad.“ 
; | "Obferv. on the Nite, &c. of the Turks. 


m The primitive chriſtians werenconſed, by their enemies, 55 


2 Ho, themſelves from ſuch entertainments; and hear their g 
reply: Nos qui moribus & pudore cenſemur, merits malis 


4 + voluptatibus & pompis veſtris, & ſpectaculis — 
« quorum & de ſacris originem novimus, & noxia blandis - 


1 * menta. a gs; &C," 
M. Minucii if elicis Octavius. 
186 180 badet i is a lover of the 7. beatre, he i is referred to D 


Witherſpoon" s „% Enquiry into the nature and effects of the * ee 
<« ſtage; or to Mr. Law's pamphlet on “ The abſolute 1 


v6 uolawfulaeſs of ſtage 8 -aoaeana# 
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kinds, - Theſe things indeed you. call neceſſary. ond” = 
innocent amuſements; and therefore it is no wonder 
that you have the approbation of the world. Si- 


mile ſimili guudet; and ſo long as you join hand © 


in hand with the wieked, they will. as naturally 
reſpect you, as they will ſpeak evil of, and perſe- 
cute another who tells them, without hypocriſy, 
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven again/} 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteauſneſs of men. " _ 
Bur you do not conſider the effects of your 


bad example, and how often many of your pa- 
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riſhioners are encouraged, through your conduct, 


to go on to work wickedneſs, and to deſpiſe the 


fear of the Lord. I have known ſeveral of the 
eongregation, who have been in ſome meaſure 
convinced of the error of their way, in conſe- 
quence of attending to the word of God, and my. 
plain inſtructions, who have ſilenced the cla- 
mours of conſcience by ſuch reflections as theſe : 
« Why do I torment myſelf ?..Surely there can 
ce be no danger in doing as the: miniſter of. the 
© pariſh does—he knows better than I do what 
is right.—I will not pretend to be.ſo wiſe as 
cc he is. And it is probable the deluded ſoul 
ſatisfies himſelf by this moſt falſe manner of rea- 
ſoning, till iniquity proves his everlaſting deſtruc- 
F | 5 
You, and ſuch as you, have likewiſe been the 
Cauſe of every rent and diviſion in the Church; 
oe | n Rom. i. 18. . 
The deſcription which Charles II. gave of his clergy, 


es related by Biſhop Burnet in the hiſtory of his own times, 
ffieems to be a true portraiture of many living characters in 
dur eſtabliſhment at the preſent day, e 1 
That monarch; when complaint was made that there were 
orders in the nation, and that conventicles were eftabliſh-. 


ed, ſaid, © The clergy are chiefly to blame oe ; 
* e +0 or 


7 | -.; 0 


| OY 5y your corrupt ever Noch 
_ diforderly living your ſubſcribing and then de- 
riding the fundamental doctrines of the Church, © 
many pious men, to their great grief, have deen # 
driven to feek communion with thoſe! we di, 
ſent from the Church. 7 
PouLprT. But I hope you * will: ye me the 
juſtice to acknowledge, you 4 heard me hold 
up my conduct as the Nandard of Re, 
although I have a better opinion of it than 8 
ſeem to have. 
3 have like: paſſions with other mens. 
lle know, Mr. Reading-deſkt, we are all 
Fellib and I think it the beſt to ſay little of 
myſelf, left. 1 mould be thought to poſſeſs any 
degree of the ſpirit of thoſe who ſaid, Stand by 
3 4255 » for T am holier than thou... 
| ESK. It is very evident you” know not the 
ſeriptures, and have but little knowledge of what 
manner of perſon a miniſter of the goſpe oughe - . 
= be. It is true the example of any mere man 
t not to be followed without limitation; bur 1 
, it is the duty of a miniſter ſo ts take heed % 4 
himſelf, that he may be an enſample*® | i 
congregation to follow him 4; and 8 
have not 3 chat at the time you were 
admitted a pries, you promiſed you would ve 
diligent to frame and Faſhion ra en and 
Four family, according to the — of Chriſt, 
| and to make both ** and chem, as much as 


. 2s Wc 2 ** in | 

N * for if they hadhoed _ eee e | 
5 * & nonconformiſts, the nation. might have been by this timßỹe 
2 ſettled : But they think of nothing but to get good bene . 1 
25 | * ices, and to keep 4 good table: They will d nottingy, - fl 


and moſt of them. do worſe than if. they did W 8 
. „- like go. 3 Vet. v. + . 155 
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in you: laid, -whaleſome examples and patterns to 
the flock of Chriſt, * | MO ON 
Bur while you are unacquainted with the 
power of goſpel- truths, and have known no ap- 
plication of them by the Holy Ghe/t to your own 
ſoul , it is impoſſible your conduct ſhould be 
other than it is; and as you are ignorant of the 
frirſt principles of religion, and of the foundation 
of all holy living, it cannot be expected that you 
mould teach them to others. $3 IV | 
* __ PuLptrr. It ſeems then you are determined to 
eondemn both my conduct and the doctrine I 
preach: However, if by the foundation of holy 
living, you mean n J aflure you I very 
often preach. that doctrine, and eſpecially at 

Cbriſimas, Eaſter, and the other feſtivals ; and 

at thoſe times, I particularly exhort the people 
ds prepare for death and judgment—to leave off 

© fGinning, and ſeriouſly to think. of the defign of 

Sur Saverr's birth, in e and e 
to conſider his exceeding great love, and to come 
fitly prepared to the Lord's table, that they may 
obtain the pardon of their ſins, and eternal glory 
when they die. Yes, Sir, I have thouſands to 
bear witneſs to the truth of what I ſay, and who 
can teſtify they have heard over and over again 
the ſermons. I preach, againſt ſwearing, lying, 
fabbath-breaking, covetouſneſs, and other fins, 
> Desx. Permit me to tell you, the manner in. 

* Which. you preach repentance will. never. lead 
any of the congregation to am acquaintance with 
that precious grace; and it is evident your hearers 
are neither changed in heart, nor reformed in 

life by your preaching z; ſuch as were formerly 

eopen-linners are ſo ſtill, and every evil-doer goes 

. ö Co i „„ 4 32494 ny IT." 
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on as he did before. You ſpeak, it is true; 


againſt ſin, while you are in the Church; and in a 
ſmooth manner you ſpeak likewiſe of the danger 
of dying in an impenitent ſtate; but hefore you 
conclude your ſermon, you begin to talk of the 
large allowances that you ſuppoſe will be made for 
breach of duty; of the mercy of God in accepting 
moderate degrees of obedience; and, as if to en- 
courage ſinners in wickedneſs, and to prevent 
their bing real repentance, We chriſtians, 
s and we believers,” you cry to your congregation 
indiſcriminately, and I hope better things con- 
e cerning you, and things that accompany ſalua- 
“ tion;“ although it is very evident ſin is gaining 
ground in your pariſh daily, and your manner of 
preaching is certainly one great cauſe uf it. 
Polerr. Pray, in what other manner would 
you have me preach? „ ORR, 
DxEsk. I will readily inform you. If you 
would ſpeak as the oracles of God, Cry aloud 
and ſpare not Lift up your voice like a trumpet; 
and ſhew. the people their tranſgreſſion*. Tell them 
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againſt * 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men u. "That 
God will bring every work into judgments, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil”, 
That God is not mocked, and whatſoever a man 
foweth. that Shall he alſs reap*. Warn them, that 
not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſball enter 
into the kingdom: of heaven 7, but only thoſe whe 
repent and are converted. Tell them, that by 
nature they are the children of wrath *, helpleſs 
and guilty ; and no more able to deliver them. . .*. | 
ſelves from the guilt and dominion of ſin, tan 


1. lei. 15m Ram. 1. a8, ——» Fed. xi, 14. 
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ou tell the more decent in your congraghy 7 
tion, that however. moral and virtuous'they may 
ſuppoſe themſelves to be, they ma/t. be born again 
as well, as the vileſt Amer or they cannot fee 
the kingdom. of Cod. Tell all that hear you, 
that while they are ima ſtate of nature, living in 
ſin, and unrenewed in their mind, they are 
expoſed to everlaſting ruin; and that they ſhall | 
have their portion in the lake that burns with fire 
| and brimſtone, if their condition on earth be not 
| quite altered—if they are not waſhed—fan#tified, 
oO juſtified in the name the Lord Feſus, and by the 
FP yßpirit of :God*%——— Fell all impenitent * wan] 


* * 
* o 


in plain language, they are going to hell tog 
ttuter, and — "fo of f- Sill periſh 
repents not. Tell them, have be 
upon themſelves the curſe of Ga and that no- 
ming can deliver them therefrom but an intereſt 
wie merits f him who was made a curſe of 
3 — This is ſtrange doctrine indeed, and 
5 enough to drive people into deſpair, if not into 
3 _ downright a. 
Dssk. As ſtrange 1 it may ſeem to vou, 1 
- © hope you will allow I ſpeak the language of 
| ſcripture. | I know you are much afraid the con- 
gregation ſhould be driven into deſpair, but at 
| * _ prefent there is no danger of it. I am equally 
| ..afraid-'of your leaving them to periſh in their 
| * only deſpair into which ** can be 
3 = brought | 
bo. its. „ Jer, xiii, 3— John iii. 3. 
1 e e Bichop Hall ſays, * He is no chriſtian that is not re- 
#7 newed ; q and he is worſe than a beaſt that i is no n 
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brou e by ſound doctrine, is that of being ſaved 


whil 


wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, without hope to 
all eternity, —And is there any madneſs equal to 
that which leads men to ſet the Almighty at de- 


fiance, by the wilful breach of his righteous * 
Jaws, and to ſay in the heart, God will not do 
as he has threatened ; he does not intend to exe- - 


cute what he has ſpoken by his ſervants the pro- 


phets and apoſtles! NT . 
_ » PuLptT. But is it poſſible to find any thing 
like the doctrine you. have advanced in the ar? 


is own nature inclined to evil, ſo that the 
© fleſh luſteth always contrary to the Spirit; and 


therefore in every perſon born into this world, 
ce jt deſerveth God's wrath and damnation; = 
In the miniſtration of baptiſm, I inform the cbn- 


gregation, All men are conceived and born in 


«<< ſin; and that our Saviour _ ſaith, none 

“ can enter into the kingdom of C : 
ce be regenerate, and born a- new; — and in the 
catechiſm you may find I ſpeak the ſame lan- 
F ˙ — + 
I the commination, or denouncing of God's 


od except he 


— 


anger and judgments againſt ſinners, to be uſed 
on the firſt day of Lent, I ſay, from the autho= 
rity of God's word,, Curied ate the unmer- 

s eifu], fornicators and adulterers, covetous per- 


<< ſons, idolaters, ſlanderers, drunkards, and ex- 
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| they continue in fin; but the deſpair to 
which the doctrine you preach will lead them, is 
that which is accompanied with weeping, and 


ticles of religion or liturgy of the Church 2. oo 
_ +..Des$K. In the ninth article, I teach, Ori- 
__ *'vinal fin is the fault and corruption of the 
44% nature of every man, whereby man is very far 


BE — from original righteouſneſs, - and is of 
(e 
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6 the day of ſalvation laſteth.“ 


— 


<< tortioners 7; and the people anſwer, and 
ſay, Amen.“ And then I go on to warn the 
wicked in the following manner: Now is the 


L ax put unto the root of the trees; ſo that every 


ce tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
& down and caft into the fire. It is a fearful” 


e thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 


„He ſhall pour down, rain upon the ſinners, 
<« ſnares, fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tempeſt ; 
<< this ſhall be their portion to drink. For lo, 
% the Lord is*come out of his place to viſit the 
% wickedneſs of ſach as dwell upon the earth: 
«© But who may abide the day of his coming? 


„ Who ſhall be able to endure when he appear- 
e eth! His fan is in his hand, and he will purge 


6 his floor, and gather his wheat into the barn ; 


but he will burn the chaff with unquenchable 


« fire. Then ſhall appear the wrath of God in 


the day of vengeance, which obſtinate ſinners, 


« through the ſtubbornneſs of their heart, have 


<« heaped unto themſelves; which depiſed the 


« goodneſs, patience, and long-ſuffering of God, 
«© when he called them continually to repentance. 
c Then ſhall they call upon me, ſaith the Lord, 
ce but I will not hear; they ſhall ſeek me early, 
« but they ſhall not find me: and that becauſe 
<« they hated knowledge, and received not the 
cc fear of the Lord. O terrible voice of moſt 
« juſt- judgment, which ſhall be pronounced 
% upon them, when it ſhall be ſaid unto them, 
« Go, ye curſed, into the fire everlaſting, which 


is prepared for the devil and his angels: There- 


cc fore, brethren, take we heed betime, while 
"Bios 4 Avr 


c. si. 9, 10. 
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Ap to ſhew you farther, how little you know 
of my principles, I beg you will attend to what 

is ſaid in the ſecond part of. the homily on the 
miſery of man. Thus we have heard how evil 

e be of ourſelves, how of ourſelves, and by 

< ourſelves,” we have no goodneſs, help, or ſal- 

&« vation, but otherwiſe ſin, damnation, and 

« death everlaſting ; which, if we deeply weigh 

% and conſider, we ſhall better underſtand the 

« oreat mercy of God, and how, our ſalvation 

« cometh. by Chris; for in ourſelves (as of our- 

* ſelves) we find nothing whereby we may be 

delivered from this miſerable captivity, into 

ec which we are caſt by breaking God's com- 

* mandments in our firſt parent Adam. - And 

in the firſt homily on the nativity: The 

« firſt man through giving ear to the devil, 

&« as before he was bleſſed, ſo now he was ac- 

* curſed ; inſtead of the image of God, he was 
c now become the image of the devil; inſtead 

<& of the citizen of heaven, he was become the 

* bond-flave of hell, having in himſelf no one 

part of his former purity and cleanneſs; but 
being altogether ſpotted” and defiled, in ſo 

much that he ſeemed to be nothing elſe but a 

„ Jump of ſin. This, if it had ob reſted on 

« Adam, might the better have been borne, but 
it fell alſo upon his poſterity and children for 

& ever. . | 5 
Pourerr. As for the homilies, there is not 
much learning in them; they are grown obſo- 
lete, and none of our great and learned men have 
had any veneration for them. Our knowledge 
is more refined, and our language more poliſhed 

than when the homilies were compoſed. They 
ſuited the ignorance of the times in which they 

N A 8. wee 
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were written, but they will not go down in this 
. enlightened age. BL... 

Desx. I know you ſuit your divinity to the © 
taſte of the times, and it is not uncommon with 
you to make a jeſt of the doctrines which you 
ſolemnly declared you believed to be true. With 
regard to the homilies, you have my judgment 
concerning them in the thirty-fifth article of. 
religion. The ſecond book of homilies doth 
contain a godly and wholeſome doctrine, as 
e doth the former book of homilies, which were 
« ſet forth in the time of Edward the ſixth ; and 
therefore we judge them to be read in Churches 
by the miniſters, diligently and diſtinctly, that 

. & they” may be underſtanded of the people.” 
And it is my defire that thoſe who are ordained, 
and have not gifts for preaching, ſhould read a 
homily after morning prayer, to drive away 
ungodly living, and poifonous doctrine. 
- You are pleaſed to ſay, none of our great and 
learned men have had any veneration for the 
homilies; but you are miſtaken. I could pro- 
duce inſtances of many learned, -pious, and emi- 
nent men who have had the homilies in great 
eſteem, What were Cranmer, Latimer, Jewel, _ 
Ridley, Hooper, and ſeveral more, who were 
concerned in writing the homilies, and after- 
wards ſcaled the truth of them with their blood ? 
Archbiſhop Uſer, and the pious Biſhop Beve- 
ridge, undoubtedly preached and experienced the 
doctrines contained in the homilies. Biſhop 
Reynolds, a true ſon of the Church, writes thus _ 
in his ſermon on the ſinfulneſs of fin : Look 
6 into your hearts, and you ſhall find a very hell 
of uncleanneſs, full of deep and unſearchable 
YEE TN", FL JP. „ wickedneſs, 


E Vide preface to the homilies. 
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«wickedneſs, full of hardneſs; no ſins, no judg- 
& ments, no mercies, no allurements, no hope, 

< fear, promiſes, inſtructions able to awaken. or 

ce melt it, or ſhape it to a better image, without 

ec the immediate omnipotency of that God, who 

c melts the mountains, and turns ſtones into the 

c ſons of Abraham.” . ; 
__ Bisnoe Hilkins alſo fays, “ All the pravity 
« and baſeneſs, which fills up every part and 
„ power about us, are but effuſions: of our ori- 

« pinal corruption. What a world of miſchief 

« is there in our ſeveral parts; our wills and af- 

« fections, our tongues and eyes! Yet theſe are 
cc but as little rivulets, the fountain, or rather 

<« the ſea that feeds them, is our corrupt nature.“ 
Pur pir. I hope you have no more fault to 
find with the doctrines I preach. _ eo Es: 

D Es k. Indeed you are miſtaken : I have much 
more to accuſe you of. You preach that man 
has it in his own. power to turn to God; that 
there is in him, from nature, a power to work 
Tighteouſneſs, and that if he do what he can to 
merit heaven Chriſt will make up the deficiency. 
_ ' Beſides, you extol the fallen creature to the hea- 
vens, and are continually crying up his « dignity 

s and rectitude, and I know not what. | 
As for the power of turning. to God, and 
working righteouſneſs, I maintain it is not to be 
found m nature, but in grace, and that God 
_ can give it; I therefore teach men to pray, 
„ Almighty God who ſeeſt that we have no 
power to help ourſelves, keep us, &c.“ 
— readily allow that all men may have power to do 
whatever God requires of them, but I deny that 
it is of themſelves, Chriſt 7s the trut light” that 

; DE”  tighteth 
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ligbteth EVE MAN that cometh into the rl * ; 
and man's condemnation will not be that he was 
without holineſs by nature; but that he rejected 


the grace, by which he might have been regene-. 
rated, and made holy. Ve would have healed 


Babylon, ſaith God, but he is not healed, Mercy, 
pardon, peace, and ſalvation are offered to all, 
and thus God will be clear when he paſſeth ſen- 
tence on the wicked. DS Oy: 
WiTH regard to your notion, that a man 
muſt do what he can to merit heaven, and that 


fo much as he falls ſhort in merit, ſhall be made. 
up to him from the merit of Crit; I muſt de- 


Clare it heterodox, and an egregious error. In 
the . homily, on good-friday, you may read, 


& Certainly there can be no work of any mortal 
s man (be he never ſo holy) that ſhall be cou- 


«pled in merit with Chriſt's moſt holy act.“ And 
in the homily on ſalvation, 4 Man cannot make 
< himſelf righteous by his own works, neither 


in part nor in the whole. To affirm this, is 


de the greateſt arrogancy and preſumption that 
ce ANTICHRIST could ſet up againſt Gop.“ I 


know you wiſh to be as little beholden to Chri/t 
as poſſible in the buſineſs of ſalvation, and your 
pride will only allow you to conſider him as an 


acceſſory at the moſt; but if you would derive 


any ſaving benefit from him, he muſt be your 


ALL ; his merit alone, without any ſuppoſed 


goodneſs of your own, muſt be the foundation 
on which you muſt build for forgiveneſs with 
God®, and for eternal glory. Be it known unto 


d 'Þ Johni. 9. Jer. Ii. 7. 2 
* Biſhop Latimer ſpeaking, in his plain language, of ſuch 
preachers as would mix the merit of Chri with man's works, 
to obtain the forgiveneſs of ſins, ſays, * They make a mang- 


ling of the way of God and man's way together, a mingle- 


„ mangle, as men ſerve pigs in my country.“ 
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| „„ Eo ent 
| you, that through this man is preached the fret 
7 


neſs of ſins i. The gift of God is eternal life thro 


Feſus Chriſt. * 


A BLIND Papiſt is conſiſtent with himſelf - 


when he, cries out, good works are mercatura 
regni cœleſtis; * the price we pay for the king- 


dom of heaven,” but ought you to preach ſuch. 


doctrine? Yet while you utterly deſpiſe that 


holy and ſelf-denying conduct which the goſpel 


requires, how often do you quiet the conſciences 
of the people by ſaying, Come to Church, 
< live honeſtly among your neighbours, and you 


“ need not fear going to heaven.” I will mention 
one inſtance to ſhew your groſs 1gnorance in 


dealing with finners. A careleſs prophane perſon 
in the pariſh was taken ill, and as he was likely 


to die, you may recollect his friends ſent for you 


to pray with him. Well, John, ſaid: you, 
« Yes, Sir, I thank God, I never did any body 


any harm in all my life, and I have paid every 
© man his own.” So John got a few prayers, 


and the ſacrament, and theſe, like a Popiſh ab- 
ſolution, were to be his paſſport to heaven. 


„I hear you have been a very honeſt man. 


PuLpIT. Judge not that you be not judged, | 


I beg you will not be ſo profuſe in your cen- 


ſures.—I will give you a hearing, but I expect 
you will ſhew ſome deference to my character. 
You will recolle& I aſked your advice juſt 


now, concerning the manner. in which you 


would have me preach. © You have indeed ad- 


viſed me to anathematize the congregation, and 


to repreſent man as nearly upon a footing with 


the brute creation; but I hope you would not 
have me leave the people without ſaying ſome- 


I Adds xili. 38.—m Acts vi. 23. 
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thing to them of the way in which they are to 
be delivered out of the ſtate in which you ſup- 
poſe them to be.— Pray let me hear your farther 
advice. he | 5 
Desx, Every faithful meſſenger of God cries 
aloud, and alarms the conſciences of finners. A- 
ſkilful phyſician that meets with a body full of 
diſtempers, preſcribes ſearching medicines ' be- 
fore he gives cordials. The * breaks 
up the fallow- ground before he ſows his ſeed. 
And when men are brought to feel their loſt 
eſtate, and to bewail the depravity of their na- 
ture, and the ſinfulneſs of their whole lives, 
then only are they prepared to embrace the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel. 3 
PuULPIT. Fn your opinion then, it ſeems, the 
only way to peace and happineſs in religion, is 
through forrow and diſtreſs of mind. Ws 
DESK. Through that godly. ſorrow which 
worketh repentance ", For when men are ſenſible 
they are in a ſtate of condemnation, and liable 
every moment to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal 
fire®, ſorrows encompaſs them about. At ſuch 
a ſeaſon, paſt tranſgreſſions are brought to their 
remembrance ; pride, unbelief, love of the world, 
contempt of God and his holy word, appear in 
their true light, and the foul is ready to faint 
under its load of guilt.—F would have all men 
brought to a deep ſenſibility, that they have erred 
and iba from the way of God like loſt ſheep, _ 
and that there is No HEALTH in them ſpiritually, 
and then they will implore mercy as. miſerable 
offenders, and in ſincerity pray God pitifully to 
behold the forrews of their hearts. When 
men feel in themſelves. the heavy burden. of fan, 
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3 damnation to abu the reward of i it, md behold 
with the eye of their mind the horror of hell, 
ce they tremble, they quake, and are inwardly 
ec touched with ſorrowfulneſs of heart for their 
© offences, and cannot but accuſe themſelves, 
and open their grief unto Almighty God, and 
call upon him for mercy. This being done 
* ſeriouſly, their mind is ſo occupied, my 
ce with forrow and heavineſs, and partly wit 
ce an earneſt deſire to be delivered from this dans 
4 per of hell and damnation, that they loathe all 
„ worldly things; ſo that they like nothing more 
than to weep, lament, and mourn'#.” 
PULPIT., Surpriſing indeed] But has this des. 
trine any foundation in ſcripture? _ 
Desx. I know, in your opinion, a perſon can 
ſcarcely appear more ridiculous, than when he 
is grieved for having offended the Holy One $4 
Iſrael. You will allow the people of the world 
earneſtly to ſeek the world, and to break their 
hearts Hr the loſs of it; but if they bewail their 
ruin, and weep on account of their want of God, 
this, you think, is yy things too far. 
TRE 95 rind you are ſo much ſurpriſed at, 
is that which you /fubſeribed, and, in pretence c 
leaſt, ex animo, and you ought to have known 
-whether it is agreeable to the ſcriptures or not. 
In David's experience you will find the truth M 
it: Thine arrows ſtick faſt in me, and thy hand. -- 
preſſeth me fare. Mine iniquities are gone over 
mine head, as an heavy burden, they are too heavy 
for me. I have roared by reaſon of the a1 fquietneſs 
of pry heart a. Jnnumerable evils have compaſſed 
me about, mine iniquities have taken hold upon ma, 
jo that [ am not able to look up; they are more in 


* 1 The a es. 8 s homily en ating. 
1 4 Pfal, xxxviii. 2, 4, 8. 
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number than the hairs of my head, therefore my 
heart faileth me", The three thouſand when 
they were pricked in their hearts, cried, Men 
and brethren, what ſhall we do? The publican 
ſmote upon his breaſt, "ſaying, God be merciful to 
me a ſinner . The prodigal, when he came to 
himſelf, faid, I have finned againſt heaven, and 
before thee, and am na more worthy to be called thy 
fon "—A ſinner poſſeſſed of ſuch ſentiments as 
theſe, may be called a true penitent. yy. 
PULPIT. It is a painful Carla ;—how is it 
likely to end? | 5 0 
DEsK. It is written, A, and ye ſhall receive; 
feel, and ye. ſball find; knock, and it ſhall be opened 
"unto you". The Lord is mgh unto them that are 
of a broken heart, and ſaveth ſuch as be of a contrite 
fpirit *: And for the comfort of thoſe that mourn 


under a ſenſe of fin, I enjoin every miniſter to 


declare, He (God) pardoneth and abſolveth 
all them that zruly repent, and unfeignedly 
I believe his holy goſpel :” And to pray,“ Cre- 
ate and make in us new and contrite hearts, 
that we worthily lamenting our fins, and ac- 
* knowledging our wretchedneſs, may obtain of 
e thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remiſſion 
& and forgiveneſs, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord :” 
And again, when vifiting the ſick, to pray, 
«© Give him unfeigned repentance for all the er- 


s frors of his life paſt, and ſtedfaſt faith in thy 


3 r Pfal. xl. 12 AQs ii. 37.— t Luke xvii. 23. — 
Luke xx. 21,mms Matt. vii. 7. Palm XXXV. 18. 


« fon Jeſus, that his fins may be done away by 
« thy mercy, and his pardon ſealed. in heaven, 
© before he go hence, and be no more ſeen.” And 
this doctrine is grounded on the word of God: 
Let the penitent ſinner hear, and . rejoice. * 5 
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fon! of man is come to ſeek, and to ſave that which 
_ was leſt?. Come unto me, all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden, and I will give you reft *, Be- 
lieve on the Lord Feſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be 
 faved*,—By faith in the merit of the Redeemer, - 
the guilty ſoul is forgiven, —juſtifhed from all. 
things, and adopted into the family of God—is- 
made an heir of God, and a joint heir with Chriſt 
Mer: > | 5 
TIES You. ſpeak of great bleſſings that 
are to be enjoyed in conſequence of having faith. 
I always thought that every one in a chriſtian 
land was a behever, at leaſt every one that has 
been baptized. But pray give me your defini- 
tion of faith. _ 3 1 
DEsk. In the third part of the homily on 
ſalvation, I aequaint you, The right and trus 
c chriſtian faith is not only to believe the holy _ 
<« ſcripture, but alſo to have a ſure truſt and 
ec confidence in God's merciful promiſes, to be 
<« ſaved from eternal damnation by Chriſt; 
ce whereof doth follow a loving heart to obey 
6 his commandments: And no man can have 
et this true faith, this ſure truſt and confidence 
& in Cod, that by the merits of Chriſt his ſins 
« be fergiven, and he reconciled to the favour 
ce of God, and to be a partaker of the kingdom 
ce of heaven by Chr:iff, when he liveth ungodly, 
« and denieth Chriſt in his deeds.” _ 
Far is what neither men nor books can 
give. It is the gift Ged. It is of the opera- 
tion of G“; and you may learn the neceſſity of 
being acquainted with the power of it, in the 
Arſt part of the homily on good-works: = Faith 
FVV |: « givetn 
y Luke xix. 10.2 Matt. xi. 28.— Acts vxi. 21, - 
d Rom, viii. 17. Eph. ii. 8. Col. it. 12. 7 HK 


| 
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„ giveth life to the ſoul, and they be as much 
dead to God that lack faith, as they be to the 
< world whoſe bodies lack ſouls. Without faith, 
& all that is done of us is dead before God, al- 
_ «tho? the work ſeem never ſo gay and glorious 
ce before man. True faith doth give life to the 
& works, and out of ſuch faith come good works, 
that be very good works indeed, and without 
4 faith no work is good before God, as ſaith St. 
« Auguſtine, We muſt ſet no good works be- 
““ fore faith, nor before faith think that a man 
* may do any good works. Faith it is that doth 
„ commend the work to God; for, as St. Au- 
e 9u/tine ſaith, whether thou wilt or no, that 
work that cometh not of faith is naught; where 
-< the faith of Chriſi is not the foundation, there 
is no good work.” 1 page 
Porrir. But ſtill I think your doctrine may 
have a very pernicious tendency. I beg you will 
conſider the conſequence of ſpeaking ſo much 
about faith, and take care that the people are not 
led to think, if they have faith they may live as 
they pleaſe. | 2 1 7 . | 
© DesK. There is indeed a notional faith which 
is barren and dead,—which does not produce- 
either the love of God or man, or bring forth- 
any fruit ;z—a faith which you may poſſeſs, and 
yet be a flave to anger, malice, pride, cobetouſ- 
neſs, and every other inward and outward evil. 
But the true juſtifying faith is a living, operative 
principle in the ſoul, leading to univerſal obe- 
dience, and enabling the ſou] chearfully to walk 
in all the commandments of God. Faith brings 
peace and purity* into the ſoul, gives vittery 
© over the world®, and is that Held by which the 
_—— _ chriſtian 
© Rom. y. i. Acts XV. 9 1 John v. 4. 


* 
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chriſtian grenchel all the. y darts of the devil u. 


By faith we are juſtified * ; and after. our juſtifi- 
cation, we do good works, from a- proper mo- 
tive, and they are accepted of God. 


b . 


s 


ce parated from true faith which worketh by love. 
« All holy ſcripture beareth witneſs that a true 


< lively faith in Chriſt doth bring, forth good | 


& orks; therefore every man ſhall know whe- 
cc ther he have the ſame true and lively faith by 
“L the fruits thereof. They that do well ſhall go 
“s into life eternal, but they that do evil ſhall go 

ce into everlaſting fire,” * Bs | 


Pourrir. But will not good works help to f 


procure our juſtification or pardon ? Surely, you 


would not exclude morality from the ſcale of 


„„ „ 


religion! 


ph V. 16. en Rl. nt 


But ſome may ſuppoſe that when St. James ſays, Ye ſer 
tben how tbat by works a man is Juffified, and not by r only, 
1 


(James ii. 24.) he oppoſes the doctrine of j 
Faith without the deeds of the law. CR van | 
_ _« Tome nothing is more evident than that the ideas St. 
* Paul and St. James affix to the words faith and works, are 
* entirely different. St. James, by the word faith, means 
4 Gmply an AsszwnT to the truth of religious principles, 
„ qvithout determining whether it be, or be not, effetual ; and 


cation by 


< then declares, that in caſe this 4fent does not produce goad 
% works, that is, the ſolid virtues of the heart and life, it 
cannot be accepted by God. Whereas St. Paul, by the 


<« word faith, means a cordial and viTau ASGSHN T to divine 


& truth, which influences the heart to a'boly temper; and,” 


% according to the gracious terms of the goſpel, intitles a 


man to divine acceptance, without any regard at all to the 
« Moſaic Law, and previous to the production of an] "of _ = 
£ thoſe good works which will naturally be the fruit of it. 

7. a | Dop gate, 2 


; 2 second part of the homily of faith. 8 


„„ Tux true chriſtian faith is mar ifeſtly ſhew- | 
ed by good living, and not by words only, as 
* St, Auguſtine faith, Good living cannot be ſe- 


WF) * 


Des. For my ſentiments on 1 4 
will refer you to the eleventh article: „We are 


«© accounted righteous before God ON for the 


« merit of our Lord and Saviour 6 0 Chrift, 
c by faith, and not for our own works or de- 
© ſervings. Wherefore that we are juſtified b 
< faith only, is a moſt wholeſome doctrine ane 
< very full of comfort, as more largely is ex- 
44 prefled in the homily of juſtification,” _ 
Is the fuſt part of the homily of ſalvation 
Tay, „All the world being wrapt in ſin, God 
46 ſent his Son into this world, that by the ſhed- 
* ding of his moſt precious blood he might make 
C ſatisfaction for our ſins ; and therefore St. Paul 
dt e declareth nothing on the behalf of man con- 
Le e Prog juſtification, but only a true and 
4e lively faith, which nevertheleſs is the gift of 
God; and yet that faith doth not ſhut out re- 
«© pentance, hope, love, and the fear of God to 
* be joined with faith in every man that is juſti- 
0d fed: But it ſhutteth them out from the office 
cc of juſtifying; ſo that although they be all 
«<< preſent together in him that is juſtified, yet 
<« they juſtify not.” And in the ſecond part of 
the ſame homily, you may read, Conſider 
« diligently theſe words; without works, by 
« faith only, freely we receive the remiſſion of 
ce our ſins; and . Theſe and other like ſentences 
«© we do read oft times in the beſt and moſt an- 
cc cient writers, as Hilary, Baſil, Ambroſe, Ori- 
e gen, Cyprian, and many other authors, Greet 
4. and Latin. That we be juftified by faith only, 
-:*< freely, and without works, is ſpoken to take 


es away clearly all merit of our works, and wholly 


s to aſcribe the merit and deſerving of our juſti- 
_ _ © hication unto Chriſi only,” — | 


. 6 This 


qt) : 


0 Tuns fach; the holy ſcripture. feacheth us, 
« is the ſtrong rock and foundation. of the chri« 
« ſtian gie This doctrine all ancient au- 
ce thors of Chriſts church do approve: This 
« doctrine ſetteth forth the true glory of Chriſt, 
< and beateth down the vain glory of man: This 
6 - whoſoever denieth is not to be accounted à chri- 
© ſſian man, nor a ſetter forth of Chriſt's glory, 
but an adverſary to Chriſi and his goſpel, and 
< a ſetter forth i 6 — 's vain glory.” 

. Hear the ſcriptures declare that whatſoever i 1s 
not of faith is fin',” and that, without faith it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe Gad u; and undoubtedly that 

8 faith is meant, which the ſinner is juſtified... 
And out of the numerous teſtimonies. of learned 
and. pious men to the truth of my ſentiments, 
concerning the doctrine of juſtification, and the 
neceflity. of being acquainted with it, I will juſt 
repeat to you: the words of the pious Biſhop Beve- 
ridge in his private thoughts: I can do no 
Works at all before I be firſt juſtified.” My 
& works cannot be accepted as good till my per- 
_ & ſon be ſo; nor can any perſon. be accepted by 
God till firſt engrafted into Chriſt; before 
« whict-engrafting into the true vine it is im- 
* poſſible. ł ſhould bring forth good fruit. 

Pprrir. But there are ſome people who are 
ſo preſumptuous as to pretend to know their fins 
are forgiven ; and, in general, thoſe who eſpouſe 
your doctrines of faith and juſtification, are of 
that ſtamp. F. what do vou think of ſuch 
deluded people ? 

Desk. The famed council of Trent ACcuRSE 
all who hold that . aſſurance of pardon” may b 
hs in this world; Fe in oppoſition to fe 2 


4 Rom xiv. 23. 
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hear what proteſtants have to ſay; and, to purge 
yourſelf from the principles of The. liſten to 
the Church of England. In the homily on the 


reſurrection, read, Thou, O man, haſt recei- 
<« ved his body (Chriff 5) which was once broken, 


and his blood which was ſhed for the remiffion 
„of thy fin. Thou haſt received his body to 


have within thee ; the Father, Son, and Holy 


„ Ghoſt, to dwell with thee, to endow. thee 


with grace; to comfort thee with their pre- 
* ſence, and ro ASSURE THEE of everlaſting 


4 hlifs. 7 


A cvirty: nd conſcience is like a 
troubled ſea, when it cannot reſt; and in ſuch a 


# 


Fate, horror and deſpair attack the ſinner. And 


cannot a man difcover the difference between 2 


rack and lying at eaſe on his bed? Can a 


wounded Sons be healed, wig the man not 


Gan a man boſſes health” and riches, nnd” not | 


know what he enjoys? 


Oxe great end for which Chriſt came into the” 


world, was, to give KNOWLEDGE of ſalvation t9 


hrs people, by. the' remiſſion of their ſms". And 


if we may be made ſenſible that we are tied 


e and bound with the chain of our ſms,” it is 


undoubtedly the will of God that we ſhould be 
made ſenſible that we are looſed. After con- 
<« trition men fee! their conſciences at peace with 
„God, and to be reconciled again to his fa- 
« your.” ? 

' PuLerr. However you muſt allow that very 
few of the learned in our day believe the know-. 


ledge 
n Luke i 1. 77. 


'®* Third part of the homily for rogation week. 


6 7 
hedge of dac of the forgiyeneſs of ſin is attainable in this 
fe; ma for my own part, I am content to hope 
to he forgiven in the world to come; and IL am 
Fr willing to leave it. to-others to talk. of being 

ven here. 
Dxsxk. Suppoſe. that: all the learned men in 
the world ſhould be Hangers to the knowledge of 
the e of fin, will it therefore (44, 6h 
there is no ſuch thing? The truths of God are 
the ſame by whomſoever received or rejected. 
The rich men, the mighty men, and the learned 
men, were in general agreed in rejecting Chriſt, 
at the time he appeared upon earth; but the 
truth of his miſſion did not depend on their he- 
lieving or diſbelieving it. And if you imagine 
that becauſe àa man is rich or learned, he muſt 
neceſſarily be a perſon whoſe judgment, in reli 
gious matters, ought to be the guide of the poor 
and unlearned, yoù are under a very great miſtake, 

The natural man” (Whether poor or rich, learned 
or unlearned) the man who is in a ſtate of nature, 
„eg, of divine teaching, receiveth not tha 
ngs of the Spirit 2 of Gad, for they are { tho oe 
to papel neither can. be know them, becauſe they are 
eee. ſe diſcerned %, The ſpiritual 5 minded 
diſcern diag! things, but none of the wicked 
ſhall underfland them. They who are living in 
fins and eren a. dead to God, cannot 
73 4 believe 


E. rennt animal” or ale as Opp ſed, to Heu- 
pelo ſpiritual, i. e. illuminated or fraught by the 
Spirit of God. Comp. Jude ver. 19, N, N 
jan Exovles Senſual, not having the Spirit. 


41 Cor. ii. 14. The French render the words, vilkes | 


animal ne cagiprend- point les choſes qui ſont de T Ert 4 * by 


Dien, & c. 
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believe that our Beavenly Father giveth his Holy. 


Spirit to them that aft him. * 
Bor I do not wiſh to depreciate human learn- 


ing; on the contrary, I wiſh that you and many 


of you brethren, as well as thoſe that hear you, 
ha 


much more of it; however, I would have 


you underſtand that, by human wiſdom merely, 
no man can know God in a ſaving manner; and 
as we are bleſſed with the ſcriptures in our mo- 
ther- tongue, it is not much learning that is ne- 


ceſſary to underſtand them, but the inſpiration 


of the Holy One. og 
_ In the gs on reading the fcripture, you 


may remember I inform you, from St. Chryſo/fom,, 


Man's human and worldly wiſdom is not 


„ needful to the underſtanding of ſcripture, but 


c the revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, who inſpireth 
the true meaning unto them who with humility: 
« and diligence ſearch for it:?“ And I will repeat 
to you a remarkable paſſage in the homily for 
whitſunday, taken from Euſehius. A certain 


<< learned” philoſopher, an extreme adverſary to 


«© Chriſt and his doctrine, could by no kind of 
ec learning be converted to the faith, but was able 


« to withſtand all the arguments that could be 


t brought againſt him: At length there ſtarted 
< up a poor ſimple man, of ſmall wit and leſs 
knowledge, one that was reputed among the 


3 


« learned, an idiot; and he, in God's name, 


<< would needs take in hand to diſpute with. this 


< proud philoſopher. The biſhops, and. learned 
e men ſtanding by, were marvellouſly abaſned 


« at the matter, thinking, that by his doings, 


« they all ſhould be put to open ſhame. He, 
L notwithſtanding, goeth on, and beginning in 


4 
— — 0 


A od Luke xi. 13˙0 


ö 


-« the name of the Lord Jeſus, brought the pbi- 


6 loſopher to ſuch a point in the end, contrary 
c to all men's expectation, that he could not 


ce but acknowledge the power of God in his 


« wofds, and gave place to the truth. Was not 


te this a miraculous work, that a filly ſoul of no 


learning, ſhould do that which many biſhops 
of great knowledge and underſtanding were 
„ not able to bring to paſs? So true is the ſay- 
« ing of Beds, Where the Holy Ghoſt doth 
c inftruft and teach, there is no delay at all in 
learning.“ bY JOS; 


As to your being content to hope for forgive- | 


neſs in the world to come, I would have you 
beware leſt your hope prove no better than that 

of the hypocrite which ſhall periſh. If you be- 
lieve the ſcriptures, or the doctrines you have 


fubſcribed, what have you to do with being for- 


given after death.—If you are not forgiven in 


PULPIT, I ſuppoſe you have now nothing 


more to fſay; and therefore, if you pleaſe, we 


will begin the ſervice. 


” 


ſtruction, and you ought to rejoice to receive it. 


What think you of the doctrine of the in- 


Hpiration of the Holy Ghoſt © 1 
- -PULPIT. What do you mean by inſpiration? * 
CF 2 VVV 

t Eccl. xi. — * u 2 Cor. vi. 2. | | of y a 

*The word inſpiration, firaply ſignifies, a breathing into, 

from the Latin verb inſpiro. , God, by his Spirit, inſpires 


breathes into the ſoul of every real chriſtian, What of him 
ke hath not. | | 


* 


this world you muſt periſh everlaſtingly. As 
death leaves you, ſo will judgment find you: _ 
Where the tres falls there it ſball bet: Now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation. * 


 DesK. Why are you ſo ſoon weary of hear-- 
ing the truth? I am ſure you have need of in- 


y * 
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is 


-"-Dxsx. I mean that work of the Spirit of Gol 
en the ſou], whereby man receives power to dlßo 
the will of God, and is reſtored to the divine image 
in which he was at firſt created. This work, 
which is the ſum of religion, the Spirit begins 
by convincing of fin, and giving repentance fr 
dead works? 2 Then the Speritiis given as a Spirit 
of ace and ſupplication 2, and by his powerful 
influences ſinners are aſſiſted to draw nigh to Gods. 
that he may draw' nigh to them: By the ſame 
Spirit they receive faith and a pater to become the 
ſons of God®; and being made the children of GC 

by faith in Chrift Feſus*, God ſendeth the Spirit 

of his Son into their hearts, whereby they.cry Abba, 

| Father*: And it is the privilege of every chriſtian: 

to have this ſpirit to bear watheſs with his ſpirits. 

that he it mild of / ˙· es, 

- In the liturgy, I teach men to pray to God 

thus: Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inſpiration of thy Hoy Spirit. , Auſpirt 
ce continually the univerſal church. Grant us 

«thy Holy Spirit that thoſe things may pleaſe 

cc thee which we do at this preſent, .and that the 

<« reſt of our life hereafter may be pure and holy. 

4 Take not thy Holy Spirit from us. Grant 

ec that by thy holy inſpiratian we may think thoſe 

5 c things that be good, and by thy mexciful- 

1 2 ce guiding may perform the ſa mee 

| . 3 But this is a chriſtian country, and 

| T-cannot :conceive of what uſe inſpiration can be 

| in our days.. 3 N 

Dsk. Read the thirteenth article, the ex- 

preſs words of which are, Works done before 

the grace of Cbriſt, and the inſpiration of his 
OC ener Mo rae: 57. © 

V Heb. vi. 1.——* Zech. Al. 10. James iv. 8. 

# John i, 22, Gale ii. 26,0 Oil. v. 6. Rom. vii. 165 


/ 
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46 $5;r;t, are not pleaſant to God: Vea rather, 


© for that they are not done as God hath willed, 
and commanded them to be done, we doubt 


e not but they have the nature of fin,” It is, 


* 


therefore, highly neceſſary that all men ſhould 
be acquainted with the grace of Chriſt and the 


2 of Die pris 2 ; 
In the homily for whitſunday, you may read, 


„As for the works of the Spirit, the fruits of 


faith, they proceed only of the Holy Ghoſt, 


ho is the only worker of our ſanctification, 


and maketh us new men in Chri/# Fefus : Nei- 


ther doth he think it ſufficient inwardly to 


„ work the- ſpiritual and new birth of man, 


% unleſs he alſo DHWELL AND ABIDE IN HIM. 


<« Know'ye not (faith St. Paul) that ye are the 
„ temple of God, and that his Spirit dwelleth in 


< you? Know ye not that your bodies are the 
.<© temples of the Holy Ghoft, which is within 
67 88 ? Again he ſaith, Ve are not in the fleſh, 
„ 

<< God dwelleth in you. Fo this agreeth the 
«© doctrine of St. 185 

ye have received (he meaneth the Holy Ghoſt) 


ut in the Spirit: For why? The Spirit of 
The anointing which 


„ dwelleth in you. And St. Peter hath theſe 


words, The Spirit of glory and of God reſteth 
upon you. 0 
„heart of a true chriſtian, to think that the 
% Hory GHosT DWELLEH WITHIN HIM. 


h ! what comfort is this to the 


«© BuT how ſhall I know that the Holy Ghoſt 
« is within me? As the tree is known by its 
fruit, ſo is alſo the Holy Ghei. The fruits of 


the Holy Ghoſt (according to St. Paul) are, 


love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 


„ goodneſs, faithfulneſs, meekneſs, and tempe- 


Krance. Here is a glaſs wherein thou mayeſt 


* « diſcern. 


Lug 


& diſcern whether thou have the Holy G vidi 
bes.! 1 18 
I the homily for pation week, my language 
is, *.All-ſpiritual gifts come from God, by 7 
| * fur Chriſt.— God give us grace to now — 
feel theſe: things in our hearts. It is not of 
| 66 ourſelves, let us meekly call upon the Holy. 
| * Ghoſt rhat.he ee us with, his 
«© preſence;? ; „ | 
_ PuLpre, The apotlica had power: Sven) how 
to work miracles, which was a proof that they 
were inſpired of the Holy Ghoſt; but will you 
affirm that men may have ck 4 power in the 
gralond times? 
Tux chriſtian lig ie is now eftabliſhed by 
der and cuſtom, and and eee all Pra; 
_ gifts have ceaſed; . 
| £8. Ido not contend: for che extraordinary: 
gifts of the Spirit of God, ſuch as healing the 
| gs and raifing the dead ; but if you deny that 
the true chriſtian may receive the Spirit in his 
renewing, ſanctfying, comſorting influences, you 
directly contradict the ſeriptureg, and the 
trine which. has juſt been advanced: from ihe 
articles and homilies. 
' Ant: altho' the chriſtian religion'ls eſtabliſhed 
by law and cuſtom, What will it advantage 8 
if it is not eftabliſhed in youf heart and life? If 
you are not horn again, have not the mind, the 
ſpirit of Chrift Feſus, and walk not in his ſteps, 
it will avail you nothing that "you were oh. * 
eſtabliſhed religion 
Purer. I begin to wiſh our cas was 
at an end. I affure you I ſhall not ſay mueh 
more to you, as I now ſee clearly your ſentiments 
WM are r It. is 2 * 


ings ie 
* x * 


5 4 3s 9 
ſinee I have locked into the articles and homiliesz 
but by the quotations you have made from them, 
it appears pretty plainly that your opinions are 
ſimilar to thoſe of certain enthuſtaſtic innovators, 
who have lately brought me into diſrepute, and 
have ſet ſome of the moſt ignorant people in my 
pa riſh to ſearch their bibles and common-prayer 
books. I fully believe you are a METHODIST ! 
And if I could ſuppoſe the congregation would 
not reflect on me, for my connexion with you, 
I would publiſh your e er the very next 
- Dear. A MeTroDtsT*'! Why really the 
appellation is an inoffenſive one, and I know:it _ 
Has lately been given to thoſe ſcriptural, orthodox 


pulpits who faithfully oppoſe the corruptions of — 


the times, and whom the Hirelings, ſuch as you 
are, hate and contemn. It is plain that practices 
and principles contrary to the antichriſtian pul- 

its of the age, and agreeable to my apoſtolie 
doctrines, are thought ſufficient to conſtitute a 
man a methodiſi. I will therefore give you a 


religion, of a perſon, whom I dare ſay ee 
n in- 
red | deed. 
F Turss tus, aphyſician who lived before the time of 
Galen, reduced the medicinal art to a ſeC common principles, 
- and thoſe phyſicians who followed his methods of practice 
were called MzrTRHODISs Ts, or MZ TYRHOD ISI. Hence the ori- 
Lin of the term Mernopis r, as applied to a body of men. 
About the year 1720, Meſſieurs Jobn and Charles Mf 
and ſeveral other young men in the Univer /ity of Oxford, w 
were more exemplary in works of piety and mercy than. the 
reſt of their fellow ſtudents,. were called Mz TRHODISTS in 
1 and ſince that time, all thoſe, whether clergy or 
Jaity, who have embraced the doQrines of the articles and 
#iturgy of the Church of England, and lived agreeably there- 
den called METH0DISTS. | | #215 
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(36) 


| deed, cc He is one whom God hath choſen in 
„ Chri/t, out of mankind, to deliver from curſe 


< and damnation, and to bring by Chri to 


« everlaſting ſalvation; he is called according to 


« God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due 
ce ſeaſon; he Mrs, grace obeys the calling; 
< he is juſtified freely; he is made a ſon of Gd 
ce by adoption; he FEELsin himſelf the working 
ce of the Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying the works 
c of the fleſh and his earthly members, and 


& drawing up his mind to high and heavenly 


ce things; he is made like the image of Chris, 
cc walks righteouſly in good works, and at length 
«© by God's mercy attains everlaſting felicity.” - 

PuLPIT: I aſſure you I am very far from be- 


ing a proſelyte to your opinions, and I ſhall not 


trouble myſelf much about them; nor ſhall I 
aſk you any queſtions concerning them in future. 
Desk. Left I ſhould not have another oppor- 


tunity of ſpeaking to you, and as you ſeem to be 


weaty of my converſation, I would warn you to 
take care that you be not found among thoſe 
falſe prophets, who do not ſpeak God's words, 
but their own ; cauſing the people to err through 
their lies, ſtrengthening the hands of -evil-doers, 
that none doth return from his n Such 
are thoſe, that ſay till unto them that deſpiſe 
God, Ye ſhall have peace; and to every one that 
zoalketh after the imagination of his own heart, 
No evil ſball come upon you. ® © © - 
A Day is coming when you will wiſh you 
had paid more regard to the ſcriptures, and the 
truths which I ſpeak. If the prophets propheſy 
falſely, what will the end be? How will you en- 
dure to hear deluded, wretched ſouls cry out at 


Jer. XXiit. paſſim, 7 
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. hel Fe” 40 «Our 1 305 have miſled us, our 


* watchmen have betrayed us, we have followed 


40 their example, and we are undone for ever.“ 


"In concluſion, I would call aloud on all wha 


Aidan my ſervice, to declare who they are for, 
you, or ne. Let each aſk another, Will you 
< ſtand by the Dek, or by the PULeIT ' Will 
4c you hearken to the truth, and walk in the 


4 good old way, or turn ade 10 fables, and 


44 follow the error of the wicked? II truſt 


I ſhall find ſome who love the truth, and are 


—_— to flee from. error ay deceit. 
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